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much of his work.  Most notably, “The Sergeant” is a short story that clearly demonstrates both how profound an impact the military had on him and his insatiable self‐editing process.  The revisions of the final line in the story makes one question whether or not Barthelme was able to get the story right by the final version.  In an interview, Mark Mirsky asks, “Did the revisions solve Barthelme’s riddle?”185  “Put this at the end of your paper,” Mirsky says, “Mark Mirsky says that he has the answer, but refused to give it in the spirit of Barthelme.”186                                                                                 185 Mark Mirsky, personal interview with John Milteer, February 10, 2011. 186 Ibid. 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